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Press Release
October 29, 2026

Effective October 31, 2026, the West Douglas Fire Protection District’s Fire Chief, John Oravez, will resign from his employment with the District. The District’s Assistant Chief Medical Officer, Kevin Telfer, who has worked with the District as both a paid employee and volunteer for more than 15 years, has been appointed by the District’s Board of Directors as the District’s Interim Chief.  The District will immediately begin its search for a new Fire Chief. 
During this time of transition, please direct any questions related to the District’s operations to the District’s Board president, Erica Ford, or to Interim Chief Telfer.  Any other questions or requests for clarification of information may also be directed to either individual.  They may be reached at: e.ford@westdouglasfire.org or k.telfer@westdouglasfire.org. 
The District remains committed to serving the community and providing the critical fire protection and medical services upon which the community depends.   
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